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WUSTL plays key role in Phoenix Mars Mission
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Since a stunningly successful landing of
NASA's Phoenix Mars Mission Lander
May 25, mission researchers centered
at the University of Arizona have rolled up
their sleeves and commanded the lander to
find soil and ice samples and are taking and
analyzing pictures from the Red Planet's
frigid northern hemisphere.
Among those mission workers are the
chair of WUSTL's earth and planetary sciences department, a computer specialist in
the department and four earth and planetary sciences students.
The goal is to infer from images and
other data the geological history of the
landing site and imply some theories about
current and past climate.
Raymond E. Arvidson, Ph.D., the James

S. McDonnell Distinguished University
Professor and chair of the earth and planetary sciences department in Arts & Sciences, has extensive experience in planetary
landing operations.
He participated in the two Viking Lander missions in 1976, helped select the
landing site for the 2004 Mars Exploration
Rover (MER) mission, and then guided the
activities of the rovers Spirit and Opportunity as the mission's deputy principal investigator.
Accordingly, Arvidson is chairman of
NASA's Phoenix landing site working
group. He also is co-investigator for the
Phoenix robotic arm, a crucial instrument
that will gather the soil and ice samples; is
in charge of archiving mission data; and
was a key science lead for operations for the
first week of the mission, a critical time.

The primary mission is brief, just
90 days.
Just one week after landing, the Phoenix
Mars Lander took its first scoop of Martian
soil to test the robotic arm and passed with
flying colors.
According to Arvidson, the researchers
will test and analyze soil samples using an
array of sophisticated instruments. They
also will perform trenching operations to
dig down to ice and take soil samples over
the next few weeks. They will continue imaging the surface and perform sky and
weather station measurements.
"I am now the 'dig czar', helping organize the science team's desires for digging
and sampling with the robotic arm," Arvidson said. "So, I manage the excavations with
the backhoe mode of the scoop and the
ice rasp."

Matthews urges graduates to grab hold of place in history

Personalized therapy for asthma,
lung disease could soon be here

BY LESLIE GIBSON MCCARTHY

Be a person of your times but also of your
country, said Chris Matthews to the Class of
2008 during the 147th Commencement ceremony.
The journalist, political commentator and host
of MSNBC's "Hardball" wove in a message of
self-creation and optimism for America, telling
the audience of more than 14,500 that the future
of this country lies sketched out in the minds and
hearts of the 2,655 graduates sitting before him.
"What you hope to do in your life is the first
draft of what America is some day going to look
like," he said.
In between, he discussed themes he thought
made America the country that it is: individualism, self-invention, rebelliousness, looking out for
the little guy and an optimistic, pioneering spirit.
All of these, according to Matthews, "shielded
us from the 'isms' of the 20th century and led us
to champion wars — hot and cold — against
them."
He began his speech talking about the current
political climate and the upcoming presidential
election. "I cannot recall a time when there's been
so much excitement, so much passion for an
American election," he said, citing the polarities
that exist in this country over the candidates.
See Matthews, Page 6

Accompanying Arvidson are 2008
WUSTL graduate Tabatha Heet; WUSTL
doctoral candidate Selby Cull; and sophomore Kirsten Siebach and junior Rebecca
Greenberger, both of whom are Fossett Fellows in a scholarship program established
at WUSTL by the late adventurer J. Stephen
Fossett.
Thomas C. Stein, a WUSTL computer
systems manager, is working with the
Phoenix geology theme group and also
archiving data for NASA's Planetary Data
System.
The students are Phoenix Mission documentarians, responsible for recording all
that is done on the mission and for naming
geological sites in the area after fairy tale
and nursery rhyme characters.
Early names are "Humpty Dumpty"
See Mars, Page 5

BY GWEN ERICSON

MSNBC's Chris Matthews addresses the Class of 2008.

School of Medicine researchers have defined a new type
of immune response that is
activated in patients with
severe asthma and chronic
obstructive pulmonary disease
(COPD). Their discovery could
dramatically improve diagnosis
and treatment of patients with
chronic inflammatory lung
disease.
"We've cracked the first part
of the molecular code that
links a viral infection to the
later development of chronic
inflammatory diseases like
asthma and COPD," said senior
author Michael Holtzman,
M.D., the Selma and Herman
Seldin Professor of Medicine
and director of the Division of
Pulmonary and Critical Care
Medicine. "With this information, we can more precisely diagnose and monitor these

types of diseases and then better target our treatment to specific abnormalities. That's a big
step forward from simply
monitoring breathing status."
The findings, published online May 18 in Nature Medicine, promise a way to determine whether a patient's asthma or COPD is the result of a
chronic immune response that
can be turned on by a respiratory viral infection. Guided by
these new findings, this type of
immune response could be detected by monitoring specific
types of inflammatory cells or
molecules in the lung or potentially in the bloodstream,
giving physicians a more precise approach to diagnosis and
treatment of lung disease.
This type of testing could
eventually tell physicians the
severity of a patient's condition, track the effectiveness of
See Therapy, Page 5

National Champs! Men's tennis captures WUSTL's third national title in 2007-08
The men's tennis team captured
its first NCAA Division III
national championship with a
5-3 victory over Emory University May 15 in Lewiston, Maine.
The national championship is
the third for WUSTL in the
2007-08 school year. The
women's volleyball team was
crowned champions last November, and the men's basketball
team picked up its title in
March.
Now, the tennis team gets a
national championship banner
of its own.
Sophomore Danny Levy
clinched the match for the Bears
with a 4-6, 6-4, 7-5 come-frombehind victory over David Caplan at No. 3 singles.
"I got down a break in the
second set and continued to battle back," said Levy, who upped
his career record to 43-9. "It was
so incredible, and my teammates
were cheering loud, which helped
me out. Everyone on the team
jumped the fence and swarmed

me. It was a great feeling."
The team of juniors Charlie
Cutler and Chris Hoeland fell
behind to Michael Goodwin and
Caplan, 4-0, at No. 1 doubles.
Cufter and Hoeland answered
back with four breaks of serve
and four holds to post an 8-4
win. The victory was the 25th of
the year for the duo.
"It was not the start we were
looking for in doubles," Hoeland said. "We finally started returning well and got a couple
breaks and the momentum."
The Bears (21-4) made it 2-0
as junior Nirmal Choradia and
sophomore John Watts defeated
Mark Boren and Hardy Ehlers
at No. 2 doubles, 8-4. Choradia
and Watts went 4-0 since being
paired up May 4 in the third
round of the tournament.
Emory captured its lone
point in doubles as Oliver Lopp
and Michael Kaufman posted an
8-5 win over the freshman tandem of Isaac Stein and Max
Woods at No. 3.

Stein pushed WUSTL's advantage to 3-1 with a 6-3, 6-2 victory over Colin Egan at No. 6 singles. The victory for Stein was his
13th straight, improving his
record to 16-2. The Eagles
trimmed WUSTL's advantage to
3-2 as Lopp posted a 6-3, 6-4
victory over Woods at No. 4
singles.
Goodwin, ranked 20th in singles, evened the match with a
6-4, 6-3 upset victory at No. 1
over Watts, the top-ranked player
in Division III.
Hoeland pushed WUSTL's
lead to 4-3 with a 3-6, 6-4,6-4
come-from-behind victory over
Ehlers. The win for Hoeland was
his 11th straight and improved
his overall record to 19-6.
"We have come a long way,
and to be a part of history is
great," said seventh-year head
coach Roger Follmer, who is
113-40 (.739) in seven seasons
on the Danforth Campus. "The
whole team should feel good
about the accomplishment."

The WUSTL men's tennis team defeated Emory University to win the
Division III national championship.
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY MEDICAL LIBRARY
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Search committee expanded for Arts & Sciences' dean
In the University's ongoing
effort to strengthen inclusiveness, Chancellor Mark S.
Wrighton has expanded the
Advisory Committee on the
Appointment of the Dean of the
Faculty of Arts & Sciences that he
announced last month.
"The new dean of the faculty
of Arts & Sciences will be an important University leader in the
era ahead who will play a key role
in advancing Dean Ed Marias'
strong academic foundation,"
Wrighton said. "As this committee assists me in finding his successor, it is imperative that great
attention and effort be given to
including outstanding candidates
from diverse backgrounds.
Elzbieta Sklodowska, whom
I have named co-chair of the advisory committee to serve with
co-chair Jim Wertsch, and the
three other new members I have
appointed, will add additional intellectual breadth to the commit-

tee," Wrighton said.
Along with Sklodowska, the
•additional advisory committee
members are:
LingcheiLettyChen, Ph.D.,
associate professor of modern
Chinese language & literature
and director of East Asian Studies in Arts & Sciences;
Mary Ann Dzuback Ph.D.,
associate professor of education
and director of the Women &
Gender Studies program in Arts
& Sciences; and
Petra A- Levin, Ph.D., assistant professor of biology in Arts
& Sciences.
Sklodowska, Ph.D., is the
Randolph Family Professor of
Spanish and chair of the Department of Romance Languages &
Literatures in Arts & Sciences.
Wertsch, Ph.D., is the Marshall
S. Snow Professor in Arts &
Sciences and director of the
McDonnell International Scholars Academy and of Internation-

"As this committee assists me in finding
(Dean Ed Macias') successor, it is imperative
that great attention and effort be
given to including outstanding candidates
from diverse backgrounds."
MARK

S. WRIGHTON

al & Area Studies.
Wrighton announced in
April that Edward S. Macias,
Ph.D., executive vice chancellor,
dean of Arts & Sciences and the
Barbara and David Thomas Distinguished Professor in Arts &
Sciences, will become provost
effective Jan. 1, 2009, following a
six-month sabbatical.
Ralph S. Quatrano, Ph.D.,
the Spencer T. Olin Professor
and chair of the Department of

Architecture students win JP Morgan Chase
Community Development Competition
BY LIAM OTTEN

A design proposal by 10 architecture students from the
Sam Fox School of Design
& Visual Arts has won the 2008
JP Morgan Chase Community
Development Competition.
Over the past several months,
a class — led by Derek Hoeferlin,
lecturer in architecture — has
partnered with the Good Work
Network, a nonprofit business
incubator in New Orleans, to create redevelopment strategies for
the Franz Building, a historic retail space at 2016 Oretha Castle
Haley Blvd. in the Central City
neighborhood of New Orleans.
Two graduate students from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology's Department of Urban
Studies and Planning also developed a corresponding business
plan.
The first-place award of
$25,000 will provide seed money
for the Franz Building renovation, which is scheduled to begin
later this year. When completed,
the 6,800-square-foot structure
will house storefront tenant
spaces as well as a new headquarters, including offices and classrooms, for the Good Work Network. Last year, the group provided training and support services to more than 600 low-income and minority entrepreneurs.
"This project not only will
help transform O.C. Haley into a
vibrant arts, cultural and retail

"Winning this
competition was a
remarkable way
for these senior
architecture students
to cap their education
at WUSTL."
DEREK HOEFERLIN

district, it will also make business
incubation a permanent asset in
the neighborhood," said Phyllis
Cassidy, executive director of the
Good Work Network.
The Chase competition, now
in its 14th year, called for proposals that are both buildable and
sustainable and that meet a prevalent community need in low- and
moderate-income areas. Particular
consideration was given to teams
developing properties within the
New Orleans Office of Recovery
Management's 18 targeted redevelopment zones.
The WUSTL/MIT/Good Work
Network proposal — which incorporates LEED-certified green
building components as well as
passive conservation strategies —
was chosen from a field of nine
university/nonprofit teams, each
focusing on a different neighborhood within New Orleans.
A second prize of $15,000 was

awarded to Volunteers of America
of Greater New Orleans, which
worked with the New School
in New York. A third prize of
$10,000 was awarded to the Pontilly Development Association for
a senior-living facility project developed with Tulane University.
Other competing schools were
Harvard University, Loyola University New Orleans, DePaul University, the University of New Orleans, the University of Minnesota
and Hunter College.
In early April, the Good Work
Network received a $40,000 grant
from the Greater New Orleans
Foundation. In addition, the
Franz Building was recently a finalist for a National Trust for Historic Preservation grant.
"Winning this competition
was a remarkable way for these
senior architecture students to cap
their education at WUSTL," Hoeferlin said. "Not only did they put
together a competition submission of professional level, but they
also got to present in front of a
multidisciplined jury in New Orleans and even were interviewed
on local news after winning.
"It was truly an interdisciplinary collaboration that married
sophisticated architectural design
with a carefully crafted business
plan, all with close input from an
informed client," Hoeferlin said.
"I think this proves that the interdisciplinary and community-engaged model may be the credible
trajectory for future architectural
design studios."

Engineering undergraduates study in China this summer
BY TONY FITZPATRICK

Ruth Chen, Ph.D., research associate in the
Department of Energy, Environmental and
Chemical Engineering, and Jay R. Turner, Ph.D.,
associate professor of energy, environmental and
chemical engineering, are leading an international
exchange program for the department this summer
to Beijing.
In this inaugural International Experience Class,
the purpose is to enhance and enrich the global experience of undergraduate engineering students in
areas of energy and environment. Chen and Turner,
along with 11 undergraduate students, will be in
China from June 25-July 12.
The School of Engineering 8c Applied Science prepared the students by hosting orientation lessons on
China conducted by WUSTL students who have lived
in China. The department paid for Chinese classes
and cultural exposure at the Chinese Academy of
St. Louis. The students took part in seminars on history and politics, transcontinental transport of air
pollution, environmental informatics and power supply in China.
They will visit government air-quality monitoring
stations, travel to key state air pollution control laboratories, visit Emerson electronics manufacturing

sites and partake in classes at Tsinghua and Peking
universities — both members of the McDonnell
Academy Global Energy and Environment Partnership (MAGEEP). WUSTL also provided scholarships,
visa services and vaccination advice and enabled internships with Emerson Network Power.
After summer classes at MAGEEP partner
schools, the program continues the following fall semester and students engage in project execution —
including presenting seminars and writing reports —
under the supervision of WUSTL professors and the
partner universities.
The program will be ongoing. Each year, new students will be selected and guided by energy, environmental and chemical engineering faculty by learning
topics in energy and environment as well as the history, culture and language of the country of the partner university.
This program provides an international experience, global perspectives in energy and environment
and teamwork and leadership skills development and
also promotes student exchange and faculty collaboration.
MAGEEP is a consortium of 25 universities and
corporate partners, including WUSTL, that work together in energy, environmental and sustainability
education and operations. It was formed in 2007.

Biology in Arts 8c Sciences, has
been named interim dean of the
faculty of Arts & Sciences, effective July 1. Quatrano, who originally had planned to step down
as biology chair June 30 and then
take a leave, will serve as interim
dean until a regular-term dean is
appointed.
Wrighton also named the following individuals to the committee to find a new dean:
DeannaM. Barch, Ph.D., associate professor of psychology
in Arts 8c Sciences and of psychiatry and of radiology at the
School of Medicine and director
of the Silvio Conte Center for
Neuroscience Research;
Timothy J. Bono, a graduate
student representative to the
Board of Trustees and a doctoral
student in psychology in Arts 8c
Sciences;
John Michael Clear, an Arts
8c Sciences alumnus, National
Council member and a partner
at Bryan Cave LLP;
Gerald L. Early, Ph.D., the

Merle Kling Professor of Modern
Letters and director of the Center
for the Humanities in Arts 8c Sciences;
Thomas E. EUenberger,
Ph.D., the Raymond H. Wittcoff
Professor of Biochemistry and
Molecular Biophysics and head of
the Department of Biochemistry
and Molecular Biophysics at the
School of Medicine;
Marios Johnson, undergraduate student representative to the
Board and a political science
major in Arts & Sciences;
Kenneth F. Kelton, Ph.D., the
Arthur Holly Compton Professor
in Arts 8c Sciences and chair of
the Department of Physics;
Leah A. Merrifield special assistant to the chancellor for diversity initiatives;
Richard J. Smith, Ph.D., the
Ralph E. Morrow Distinguished
University Professor, chair of the
Department of Anthropology in
Arts 8c Sciences and dean-designate of the Graduate School of
Arts 8c Sciences;
Gerhfld S. Williams, Ph.D.,
associate vice chancellor, professor of Germanic languages 8c literatures in Arts 8c Sciences, the
Barbara Schaps Thomas and
David M. Thomas Professor in
the Humanities and special assistant to the chancellor for academic affairs; and
Karen L. Wooley, Ph.D., the
James S. McDonnell Distinguished University Professor in
Arts 8c Sciences and professor of
chemistry and of radiology.

Time to renew Metro U-Pass
The employee 2007-08 U-Pass
— which allows WUSTL faculty and staff free use of Metro, the
region's public transportation system — will expire June 30.
Benefits-eligible employees
may request a new U-Pass for the
2008-09 school year (valid June
16, 2008, through June 30, 2009) .
at the Parking 8c Transportation
Services Web site,
parking.wustl.edu/upass.htm.
The U-Pass program, funded
by the University, provides benefits-eligible faculty and staff, fulltime students and full-time employees of basic service contractors a Universal Metro Pass that
allows free boarding of any Metro
bus or MetroLink light-rail system train.
Employees can renew the pass
by logging onto the Parking 8c
Transportation system and using
their HR Self Service user ID and
password. Employees who do not
know their HR Self Service user
ID and/or password should contact the Systems and Procedures
Helpdesk at 935-5707.
After submitting an online request, employees should be sure
that they receive a confirmation.
After making a request, the screen

should immediately go to a confirmation page, and, if a valid
e-mail address was provided, the
employee should also receive a
confirmation e-mail. If an employee doesn't receive one of
these two confirmations, Parking
8c Transportation Services did
not receive the request.
Parking 8c Transportation
Services again has set up employee U-Pass distribution centers on the School of Medicine
campus (Olin Residence Hall
gym, 11 a.m. -2 p.m., June 17,
18 and 19) and the Danforth
Campus (Mallinckrodt Student
Center, 11 a.m.-2 p.m., June 24
and 25) and encourages U-Pass
holders to use the pick-up option for their passes.
Full-time summer students
and full-time students from this
past spring semester who have
completed their fall 2008 fulltime class registration also may
request a summer semester pass,
which is valid from May 1 until
Aug. 31, at parking.wustl.edu.
For more information about
the U-Pass renewal process, contact Parking 8c Transportation
Services at parktrans@wustl.edu
or at 935-5601.

Record
Volume 32, Number 35
Founded in 1905 • Washington University in St. Louis community news
Associate Vice Chancellor Steven J. Givens
Executive Editor Susan Killenberg McGinn
Editor Leslie Gibson McCarthy
Associate Editor Neil Schoenherr
Assistant Editor Jessica Daues
Medical News Editor Beth Miller
Calendar Coordinator Angela Hall
Print Production Carl Jacobs
News & Comments
(314) 935-5293
Campus Box 1070
record@wustl.edu
Medical News
(314)286-0119
Campus Box 8508
millerbe@wustl.edu
Calendar Submissions
Fax: (314) 935-4259
Campus Box 1070
recordcalendar@wustl.edu

Record (USPS 600-430; ISSN 1043-0520),
Published for the faculty, staff and friends
of Washington University. Produced weekly
during the school year, except school
holidays, and monthly during June, July
and August by the Office of Public Affairs,
Washington University, Campus Box 1070,
One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, MO 63130.
Periodicals postage paid at St. Louis, M0.
Where to send address changes
Postmaster and nonemployees: Record,
Washington University, Campus Box 1070,
One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, M0 63130.
Employees: Office of Human Resources,
Washington University, Campus Box 1184,
One Brookings Drive, St. Louis, M0 63130.
Reprint permission
Articles may be reprinted with appropriate
credit to Washington University in St. Louis
Record.

record.wustl.edu

June 12,2008

WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN ST. LOUIS

3

School of Medicine Update
Girls, women can cut risk of breast cancer through exercise
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

Girls and young women who exercise
regularly between the ages of 12-35
have a substantially lower risk of breast
cancer before menopause compared with
less active women, new research shows.
In the largest and most detailed analysis
to date of the effects of exercise on premenopausal breast cancer, the study of
nearly 65,000 women found that those who
were physically active had a 23 percent
lower risk of breast cancer before menopause. In particular, high levels of physical
activity from ages 12-22 contributed most
strongly to the lower breast cancer risk.
The study, by researchers at the School
of Medicine and Harvard University, is
available online in the Journal of the National Cancer Institute.

"We don't have a lot of prevention strategies for premenopausal breast cancer, but
our findings clearly show that physical activity during adolescence and young adulthood
can pay off in the long
run by reducing a
woman's risk of early
breast cancer," said lead
investigator Graham
Colditz, M.D., the NiessGain Professor and associate director of Prevention
and Control at Siteman
Cancer Center. "This is
Colditz
just one more reason to
encourage young women
to exercise regularly."
One-fourth of all breast cancers are diagnosed in women before menopause. Numerous studies have shown that physical

activity reduces the risk of postmenopausal
breast cancer, but the few studies that have
looked at the influence of exercise on breast
cancer risk before menopause have produced conflicting results.
For the current analysis, researchers examined data on a subset of women enrolled
in the Nurses' Health Study II, a prospective
study of registered nurses ages 24-42. These
64,777 women had filled out detailed annual questionnaires about their levels of physical activity from age 12 on. After six years
of follow-up, 550 women had been diagnosed with breast cancer.
The researchers found the age-adjusted
incidence rates for invasive breast cancer
dropped from 194 cases per 100,000 person
years in the least active women to 136 cases
in the most active. The levels of physical activity reported by the most active women

were the equivalent of running 3.25 hours a
week or walking 13 hours a week. The benefit of exercise was not linked to a particular
sport or intensity but related to total activity.
"You don't have to be a marathon runner to get the risk-reducing benefits of exercise," Colditz said.
One leading theory to explain the lower
risk of breast cancer among active young
women is that exercise reduces their exposure to estrogens. Numerous studies have
shown that the more estrogen a woman is
exposed to, the greater her risk for breast
cancer. Thus, women who begin menstruating later or enter menopause early have a
lower risk of breast cancer. And young
women who are physically active are more
likely to start their periods later and less
likely to have regular cycles when they
begin their periods.

Stanton to head administration, finance
BY BETH MILLER

Richard J. Stanton has been
named associate vice chancellor
and associate dean for administration and finance at the School of
Medicine.
Stanton's appointment, effective July 1, was announced by
Larry J. Shapiro, M.D., executive
vice chancellor for medical affairs and dean of the School of
Medicine.
"Rick is an accomplished executive with broad experience in finance and administration within a
university and medical school environment," Shapiro said. "He has
successfully developed financial
and operational strategies that
have led to significant growth and
transformation for his previous
employers. We are excited that
Rick will bring his high energy
and passion for his work to the

School of Medicine."
Stanton will be responsible for
coordinating the financial, administrative and capital activities. He
will manage the nonacademic operations and
will oversee all
short- and
long-term financial planning, information technology
services, facilities management, design
and construcStanton
tion and related operations.
Stanton comes to Washington
University from Massachusetts,
where he has worked for more
than 30 years in various capacities. Since 1992, he has been
deputy chancellor for finance and
administration for the University

Disabling enzyme in mice
increases fertility 50 percent
BY MICHAEL

C. PURDY

Changing the sugars attached to
a hormone produced in the
pituitary gland increased fertility
levels in mice nearly 50 percent,
School of Medicine research has
found. The change appears to
alter a reproductive thermostat,
unveiling part of an intricate regulatory system that may eventually be used to enhance human fertility.
"To adjust for the right
amount of key reproductive hormones such as estrogen and
testosterone, we may someday
alter the sugars that are added to
this hormone or others like it,"
said the research group's leader,
Jacques Baenziger, M.D., Ph.D.,
professor of pathology & immunology and of cell biology and
physiology.
The report appeared recently
in The Journal of Clinical Investigation.
Sugars are the most common
addition to hormones and other
proteins after they have been assembled from instructions in
DNA. Nearly all proteins in the
blood and on the surface of cells
have sugars attached.
Scientists believe sugar attachments modify and adapt proteins, enabling them to fill more
than one job or changing the way
they do their jobs in different
contexts. But direct demonstration of such changes has been
challenging.
Baenziger found a unique set
of sugars consistently added to
luteinizing hormone, which is
part of a feedback loop between

the pituitary, the reproductive organs and the liver. The loop cycles
up and down over time, producing periodic peaks in other reproductive hormones and triggering
regular events such as the ovaries'
release of eggs.
Baenziger's laboratory genetically disabled one of the enzymes
that attaches sugars to luteinizing
hormone in mice. This enzyme
isn't the only one to add sugars to
the hormone, so the alteration
changes the mix of sugars rather
than eliminating them.
Baenziger said the researchers
didn't notice much change in the
animals initially. But a closer look
showed that the mice were having
nearly 50 percent more pups than
normal, and that the liver removed the altered hormone from
the blood more slowly.
In addition, female mice
were maturing earlier, were
always receptive to male overtures for mating and had a disrupted ovulatory cycle. Males
had higher levels of testosterone,
and females had higher levels of
estrogen. Surprisingly, the altered
female mice were also better
mothers: They ate their pups
less often.
"One could speculate that fertility problems in some humans
may be partly related to a defect
somewhere in this very complicated regulatory system," Baenziger said.
"They may have the wrong
proportion of some of these sugars or the receptors that clear the
sugar-hormone combination
from the blood might not bind
as well."

of Massachusetts Medical School
in Worcester, responsible for
finance, human resources,
information systems, development, public affairs and government relations, licensing and intellectual property management
and oversight of a Universityowned biologies manufacturing
facility.
During his tenure, he substantially bolstered the school's
financial foundation and championed state appropriation
support.
In addition, he steered negotiations to merge the University's
Hospital and Faculty Practice
with the region's second-largest
hospital system, creating a $2.2
billion health system. He implemented a performance-based
merit compensation system for
all non-faculty employees, directed strategic acquisitions, oversaw
a campus expansion from
1.3 million gross square feet in
1992 to 2.5 million gross square
feet in 2005 and coordinated financing to support campus capital programs.
Previously, he held key positions with the Massachusetts Department of Revenue, the Division of Public Employee Retirement Administration, the Office
of the Governor and the Office
of the Secretary of State.
Stanton earned a law degree
from George Washington University in 1976 and a bachelor's degree from Bradford College in
1973.

'Oh, the Places YOU'll GO!' Julie Gerberding, M.D., director of the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention,
speaks to School of Medicine graduates May 16 at America's
Center. Eighty-eight students earned the doctor of medicine
degree; 27 earned the doctor of medicine/doctor of philosophy
degree (M.DVPh.D.); and two earned the doctor of medicine/
master of arts degree. In other School of Medicine programs,
101 students earned master's degrees, 10 earned the doctor of
audiology degree, 13 earned the doctor of occupational therapy
degree and 70 earned the doctor of physical therapy degree.

Heavy Metal Project aims to prevent lead poisoning in kids
BY DIANE DUKE WILLIAMS

Childhood lead poisoning has been a sizable problem in the city of St. Louis for many years due to
deteriorating lead paint in older homes and rental
units. In 2000, 31 percent of children tested in the
city of St. Louis were poisoned, according to Daniel
Berg, M.D., assistant professor of medicine.
The situation has improved, however, and a new
program in the OB/GYN Clinic at Barnes-Jewish
Hospital is building on this success to prevent lead
poisoning among the next generation of children.
Lead was a common ingredient in paint used in
homes built before 1978. As lead paint falls apart,
dust in a home becomes contaminated, and children
are poisoned when they put their hands in their
mouths. Lead poisoning causes irreversible brain
damage, resulting in learning disabilities and behavioral problems.
Berg is working with a city of St. Louis program
called Lead Safe St. Louis to prevent childhood lead
poisoning. He started the Heavy Metal Project, an
effort to offer home lead-hazard screening to pregnant women who live within the city of St. Louis and
attend the OB/GYN Clinic. The Heavy Metal Project
also is following these families in a two-year study to
evaluate the effectiveness of the prenatal homescreening approach.
If a patient enrolls in the Heavy Metal Project, the
city calls the patient to schedule an inspection of her
home or apartment. The inspector looks for flaking
paint, takes dust wipe samples and uses an X-ray flu-

orescence analyzer that determines how much lead is
in the paint. If hazardous lead levels are detected, the
city will scrape and repaint hazardous areas using
lead-safe work practices and change windows when
necessary. This service is free if either the tenant or
landlord makes below a certain income.
Gil A. Gross, M.D., director of the OB/GYN
Clinic and a collaborator on the Heavy Metal Project,
said he got involved because he believes the project is
a simple endeavor that can have enormous results.
He facilitated access to patients in the clinic and
helped design the clinical study.
"We want to help children achieve their fullest
potential," said Gross, associate professor of obstetrics
and gynecology. "One of the ways we can do that is to
make lead-hazard screening part of prenatal care."
The city of St. Louis has changed its lead-screening approach in recent years. Originally, homes were
inspected only after children showed signs of lead
poisoning. Today, the city practices primary prevention, which removes lead in homes before children
are exposed.
Berg said primary screening has played a large role
in the dramatic reduction in the city's lead poisoning
rates. In 2007,4.4 percent of children screened in the
city of St. Louis were poisoned by lead.
"Removing the lead before it poisons children
instead of after children are exposed makes so much
sense," he said. "This is a social problem that disproportionately affects children in poverty. If we can
eliminate lead poisoning, we can give these children
a better start on life."
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University Events
Gateway Festival Orchestra to perform throughout July
BY LIAM OTTEN

The Gateway Festival Orchestra begins its 45th
season of free Sunday-evening performances
July 6 with a program of American music
designed to celebrate the Independence Day weekend.
Subsequent concerts, which are free and open to
the public, will be held July 13, 20 and 27. All begin at
7:30 p.m., and all, with the exception of the July 27
performance, take place in Brookings Quadrangle.
The public is encouraged to bring lawn seating to
those concerts.
The July 6 concert features works by Samuel Barber, Leonard Bernstein, Henry Mancini, John
Williams and John Philip Sousa. James Richards,
Ph.D., chair of the Department of Music at the University of Missouri-St. Louis, conducts the orchestra.
Jessica Platt, who teaches at Webster University's
Community Music School, appears as soloist in Barber's Violin Concerto.
The season continues July 13 and 20. On July 13,
the orchestra highlights dance music — from the
polka and waltz to the can-can — by John Cheetham,
Johann Strauss Jr., Jacques Offenbach and Alexander
Borodin. The July 20 program features works by Austrian-born composers Franz Schubert and Wolfgang
Amadeus Mozart. Andrew George, winner of the

Saint Louis Youth Orchestra Concerto Competition,
appears as soloist for Mozart's Concerto for Clarinet.
The music of Italy dominates the concluding concert, which takes place July 27 in Graham Chapel and
features works by Antonio Vivaldi, Giuseppe Verdi
and Pietro Mascagni. Kristy Yang, winner of St. Louis'
2008 Italian-American Piano Competition, is the
soloist for Edvard Grieg's Piano Concerto. Capriccio
Italien, an homage to Italy by Pyotr Ilyich *
Tchaikovsky, closes the program.
The Gateway Festival Orchestra was established in
1964 by conductor William Schatzkamer, WUSTL
professor emeritus in piano in the Department of
Music in Arts & Sciences, and other local musicians,
in part to provide summer employment to members
of the Saint Louis Symphony Orchestra.
Gateway was the first integrated professional orchestra in the St. Louis area, and its formation ultimately led to the merger of the Black Musicians' Association with the Musicians' Association of St. Louis
(now Local 2-197 of the American Federation of Musicians).
The group originally performed on the downtown
riverfront but relocated to the University in 1970.
For more information, contact the Gateway
Festival Orchestra at 741-5948 or
gatewayfestivalorchestra.org.

Mm

Elsie Parker and The Poor People of
Paris launches Jazz at Holmes series
BY LIAM OTTEN

C lsie Parker and The Poor
C People of Paris will launch
the summer Jazz at Holmes
series with a free performance
at 8 p.m. Thursday, June 12.
The concert will feature
French popular music and
jazz, including works by
Vanessa Paradis and Herve Vilard. Also on the program will
be music of French favorites
Edith Piaf, Charles Aznavour,
Charles Trenet and Michel
Legrand.
Parker also will tip her
beret to Josephine Baker,
the St. Louis native who
performed locally with the
Dixie Steppers before decamping for Paris in 1925,
where her sensational turn in
La Revue Negre at the Theatre des Champs-Elysees
helped introduce Parisian
audiences to early American
jazz.
The group consists of
Parker (vocals, flute, clarinet
and tenor saxophone) as well
as Michael Carosello (keyboards), Wayne Coniglio
(bass) and Alan Schilling
(drums and percussion).
The group has released
three CDs to date, and Parker
also has appeared on the
French TV program "La
Chance aux Chansons" as well
as at French cultural organizations and events in Chicago,
San Francisco and throughout
St. Louis.
All Jazz at Holmes performances are free and open
to the public and take place

Thursdays at 8 p.m. in
Holmes Lounge, unless otherwise noted.
Subsequent Jazz at
Holmes concerts are:
June 19: Pianist Curt
Landes;
Jnly 10: Drummer Ben
Thigpen and his group
perform music of Wayne
Shorter;
July 17: Guitarist Vincent
Varvel;
July 24: Drummer Miles
Vandiver;
Friday, Aug. 8: Trumpeter
Randy Holmes and his sextet;
Aug. 14: Pianist Ptah
Williams (outdoors in Brookings Quadrangle).
The Jazz at Holmes series,
launched in 1996, features relaxed, coffeehouse-style concerts with professional jazz
musicians from around
St. Louis and abroad throughout the academic year.
Jazz at Holmes is sponsored by the College of Arts
8c Sciences, Office of Residential Life, Student Union, University College and Summer
School, Congress of the
South 40, Office of Student
Activities, New Student Orientation, Department of
Music, Greek Life Office, Annika Rodriguez Scholars Program, Community Service
Program, Event Services, and
Michael Cannon, executive
vice chancellor and general
counsel.
For more information
about the Jazz at Holmes series, call 862-0874 or e-mail
staylor@wustl.edu.
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Seven VeilS for St. LOUIS The Sheldon Art Galleries at 3648 Washington Blvd. is ho sting an
exhibition of recent projects by Jen Maigret and Don Koster, both Cynthia Weese Teac ling Fellows
n the Sam Fox School's Graduate School of Architecture & Urban Design. Maigret's "S eve n Veils
For St. Louis: Novel Fabrications in Brick" (above) employs advanced digital computing ) tO( slsto
explore new architectural possibilities for locally salvaged brick. Koster's "Greening th eVi lie: A
Community Market Design Collaboration" documents a recent studio in which student teai TIS —
working with the American Institute of Architects St. Louis and community leaders — p roc rammed
and designed a produce market and urban garden for the Ville, a historically African-Ai ner can
neighborhood in north St. Louis. The exhibition remains on view through Sept. 6 in the Sh eldon's
Bernoudy Gallery of Architecture. For more information, visit thesheldon.org/galleries.c isp.

Queen of the Desert • The First 10 Years
Lectures

"University Events" lists a portion of the
activities taking place June 12-July 16
at Washington University. Visit the
Web for expanded calendars for the
Danforth Campus (webevent.wustl.edu)
and the School of Medicine
(medschool.wustl.edu/calendars.html).

Film
Wednesday, June 18
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series. "Harold
and Kumar Go to White Castle." Lab
Sciences Bldg., Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Wednesday, June 25
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series.
"Motorcycle Diaries." Lab Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Wednesday, July 2
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series.
"Hideous Kinky." Lab Sciences Bldg.,
Rm. 250. 935-6720.

Wednesday, July 9
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series. "The
Adventures of Priscilla, Queen of the
Desert." Lab Sciences Bldg., Rm. 250.
935-6720.

Wednesday, July 16
7 p.m. Summer School Film Series. "Into
the Wild." Lab Sciences Bldg., Rm. 250.
935-6720.

sionals. Eric P. Newman Education Center.
To register: 362-6891.

Friday, June 13
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Chief
Residents Invited Lecture. "Epidemic
Community-Acquired MRSA: Lessons
From the First 10 Years." Robert Daum,
prof, of pediatrics, U. of Chicago Medical
Center. Clopton Aud., 4950 Children's
Place. 454-6006.

Saturday, June 14

Saturday, June 28
7:15 a.m.-4 p.m. Oncology CME Course.
"Review of the Presentations from the
ASC0 Annual Meeting 2008." Cost: $85.
Ameristar Conference Center, One
Ameristar Blvd. To register: 362-6891.

Music

7:30 a.m.-noon. Urology CME Course.
"Highlights of the American Urological
Association 2008 National Meeting." Cost:
$55. Frontenac Hilton, 1335 S. Lindbergh
Blvd. To register: 362-6891.

Thursday, June 12

Monday, June 16

Thursday, June 19

8 a.m.-5 p.m. St. Louis STD/HIV Prevention
Center CME Course. "STD Update."
(Continues 8 a.m.-5 p.m. June 17.) Cost:
$75. For location and to register: 747-1522.

8 p.m. Summer Jazz at Holmes. Curt
Landes, piano. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 862-0872.

Friday, June 20
9:15 a.m. Pediatric Grand Rounds. Resident
Awards Ceremony and Graduating PL-3
Case Presentations. Clopton Aud.,
4950 Children's Place. 454-6006.

Saturday, June 21
7:30 a.m.-noon. Cardiovascular Disease CME
Course. "Cardiology Update." Cost: $65.
American Heart Assoc. Headquarters, 460
N. Lindbergh Blvd. To register: 362-6891.

Thursday, June 26
6:45 a.m.-5:15 p.m. Annual Worldwide
Robotic Renal Symposium. (Continues
7 a.m.-4:30 p.m. June 27.) Cost: $545 for
physicians; $345 for allied health profes-

8 p.m. Summer Jazz at Holmes. Elsie Parker
and The Poor People of Paris. Ridgley Hall,
Holmes Lounge. 862-0872.

Thursday, July 10
8 p.m. Summer Jazz at Holmes. Ben
Thigpen and group perform music of
Wayne Shorter. Ridgley Hall, Holmes
Lounge. 862-0872.

And More
Friday, June 27
Saint Louis Astronomical Society Outdoor
Event. "Campout With the Stars." (Also
June 28 and 29.) Cost: $10 per person;
$35 for a family of four. Hawn State Park,
12096 Park Dr., Ste. Genevieve. For information and to register: slasonline.org/
campout.html.

Sports
Men's tennis players
bested in championships
Sophomore John Watts' and junior Charlie Cutler's run through
the 2008 NCAA Division III
singles championships ended
May 17 in Lewiston, Maine, as
Watts lost in the semifinals and
Cutler fell in the quarterfinals.
Watts finished the season
with 28-6 overall. Cutler, who
was making his second appearance in the singles draw after
losing in the round of 16 as a
sophomore, ended his season
with a 20-9 mark.
Cutler is the second player in
WUSTL men's tennis history to
earn five All-American honors:
2006 (doubles), 2007 (singles),
2007 (doubles), 2008 (singles)
and 2008 (doubles). Ari Rosenthai (2002-06) was the first.
Cutler and junior Chris Hoeland were eliminated from the
doubles championship in the
quarterfinals by Ben Stein and
Amrite Rupasinghe of host Bates
College May 17. Cutler and Hoeland, also an All-American,
ended the season with a 26-8
overall record.

Three in track and field
are Ail-Americans
Three members of the men's and
women's track and field teams
earned All-American recognition
at the 2008 NCAA Division III
outdoor championships in
Oshkosh, Wis., May 22-24: senior Morgen Leonard-Fleckman,
junior Tanner Coghill and freshman Ben Harmon.
Harmon earned a fifth-place
finish in the decathlon, and
Coghill ran to an eighth-place
mark in the 400-meter hurdles.

Coghill broke a 20-year-old
school record in the 400 hurdle
preliminaries May 22 with a
time of 52.61. The men's team
tied for 51st with five team
points.
For the women's team,
Leonard-Fleckman earned AllAmerican honors in the pole
vault for the second time in
2008 and the fourth time in her
career. The 2008 NCAA Division III indoor national champion in the event, Leonard-Fleckman placed fifth at the outdoor
meet, clearing a height of 3.72
meters. The women tied for
60th with four points.

Five football players
join honor society
WUSTL had five seniors named
to the 2008 National Football
Foundation 8; College Hall of
Fame Hampshire Honor Society: offensive lineman Kevin
Brooks, linebacker Michael
Elliott, tight end Jeff Howenstein, defensive lineman Charlie
Machan and linebacker Tyler
McSparin.
The society is composed of
college football players from all
divisions of play who maintained a 3.2 grade-point average
or better.
The Bears also have a new assistant football coach in Jim
Ryan. He replaces Ryan Heasley,
who took an offensive coordinator job at Davidson College in
March.
Ryan, who will coach the defensive line and serve as the recruiting coordinator, spent the
past five seasons as linebacker
coach and defensive coordinator
at Illinois College in Jacksonville, 111.
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Student Records' Hosack receives Gloria White award
gift card, and Irma Adams won a
$50 gift card to the Campus Store.
Sandra Blaylock, Brad King and
Sue Hosack has served WashChip Stone each won a $25 Dierington University in the offices
of Student Records, Financial
bergs gift card.
Meagan Tyrrell won a dinner
Aid and Information Systems for 20
years, and she knows WUSTL well.
for two at the Whittemore House.
Brian Lewis, Anil Pillai and Bob
After her more than two decWethington each won a lunch for
ades at the University, Hosack's coeight at the Knight Center. Carrie
workers know her well, too, and
Slama, Joanne Spitz and Gloria
have seen how her dedication has
Stukenbroeker won a $30 gift cermade WUSTL a better place for
tificate for Bristol Seafood Grill,
students, faculty and staff.
Hosack, director of the Office of and Kinda Abdin won a $25 gift
certificate and a case of root beer
Student Records, was recognized
from Fitz's American Grill & Botwith the Gloria W White Distintling Works.
guished Service Award in a May 19
Kathy Brock, Heidi Fallgrenceremony in Edison Theatre as part
Whittam and Imola Szilagyi each
of the annual Staff Day activities.
won two tickets to The Black Rep.
As director of student records,
Gerry Manasco won two season
Hosack fosters an environment
tickets to the
that encourages
2008-09 OVAfriendly customer
TIONS! Series.
service and a staff
Erin Davis won
that responds
one night and
quickly and profesbreakfast for two
sionally to reat the Sheraton
quests.
Clayton Plaza
While working
Hotel St. Louis. Jo
in the Office of
Wuller won two
Student Records,
$200 American
Hosack also has
Airlines flight
been very involved
vouchers, and Jan
in improving the
McDermott and
technology used
Jeff Newcomer
for the University's
each won a task
online systems,
chair from Corpowhich has helped
rate Express BusiWUSTL adminisness Interiors.
trators better serve
Sports compethe University
tition trophies
community.
"Whenever
also were awardMary Price, assistant
ed. Winners of the
there is an issue,
accountant II, plays washers
Softball tournaproblem or question, she is there," on Mudd Field.
ment were the
one nominator
"Spin Docs" of the
wrote of Hosack. "She is always just Office of Public Affairs. Bill Orrick and Ed Welker — "The
a phone call or e-mail away with
Tossin' Twosome" — won the
calm and sage advice. No problem
or question is ever too small or inwashers competition.
"Solo Spikers One" took the
consequential to merit her attenvolleyball tournament trophy.
tion."
The Gloria W White DistinWinners of the golf tournament
guished Service Award was estabwere Ann Bradley and Joe Sklanlished 11 years ago to provide recog- sky (co-ed), Jim Clancy and
Michael Genthon (men's) and
nition to nonacademic staff members for exceptional effort and conSarah Melson and Dannette Hutton (women's).
tributions that have resulted in the
But Staff Day was about more
betterment of the University. The
award is presented annually and
than just winning prizes and playing games. Many WUSTL emcomes with a $1,000 prize.
Other employees won prizes at
ployees thought to give back during their day of relaxation and
Staff Day through drawings. Phyllis
fun, and 170 pounds of food were
Dunn, Pam Fournie, Donna Hall,
Pat Hallquist, Linda Shriver, Joni
donated by staff members to the
Williams and Barbara Winters each
St. Louis Area Food Bank. Those
170 pounds of food will provide
won two tickets to an upcoming
St. Louis Cardinals game.
136 meals for the St. Louis-area
Beverly Hughes won a $100 Visa needy.

Far left: Sue Hosack,
director of the Office
of Student Records,
receives the Gloria
W. White Distinguished Service
Award at Staff Day.
The award recognizes a staff member
who has significantly
contributed to the
betterment of the
University.

BY JESSICA DAUES

Therapy
- from Page 1
treatment and lead to the development of new types of drugs
that target the underlying cause
of inflammatory lung disease.
"With our results, we can now
work on developing more rational ways to diagnose and monitor
lung conditions such as asthma
and COPD," Holtzman said. "As it
stands now, the diagnosis of
chronic lung disease generally depends on clinical judgment and
standardized tests of lung function, but we have little that tells
us what's going on in the patient's
lungs at the cellular and molecular levels."
Asthma and COPD are both
serious lung diseases that cause
shortness of breath, wheezing,
coughing and fatigue. In the
United States, about 20 million
people have been diagnosed with
asthma and about 12 million
with COPD, which includes emphysema and chronic bronchitis.
Holtzman's research aims to find
therapies for these disorders that
modify the underlying causes of
the disease instead of simply suppressing symptoms.
In this study, Holtzman and
colleagues found that a common

type of viral infection of the lung
can leave behind a persistent
trace of the virus. This viral remnant likely becomes an ongoing
stimulus for a chronic immune
response, which could last for
long periods, even a lifetime.
This response causes the cells in
the lung passages to overproduce
mucus and become hyperreactive
to irritants.
The research team uncovered
the details of this immune
process by studying mice infected
with a respiratory virus that is
very close to the type of viruses
that cause similar infections in
humans. When the mice got over
their infection, they were left
with chronic airway disease characterized by mucus production
and increased airway reactivity to
an inhaled irritant.
The team of investigators confirmed that the same immune
process could also be detected in
the lungs of people with severe
asthma and COPD. This type of
immune response is typically associated with parasitic infections
and allergic disease, but here it
appears to be linked to viral infection and chronic inflammatory disease. Importandy, the response produces a specific array
of compounds that can be detected in the lung and likely in
the blood to serve as diagnostic
markers of disease. The research

Left: Staff members
enjoy lunch in
Bowles Plaza.
Below: Jim Burmeister (right), executive director of University Relations and
director of Commencement, leads
staff members on a
tour of the Danforth
Campus.

Employees honored for years of service
At Staff Day, the following people were
recognized for 10 years of service to
the University: Constance L. Anderson,
Bruce D. Backus, Stephanie P. Bemberg,
Paula Blood, Samantha J. Books,
Constance S. Bradford, Kerry Bundy,
Pamela F. Campbell, Robert G. Chapman,
Lora E. Clark, Joseph M. Clarke, Jeffrey
M. Cooper, Briana L. Davis, Robert E.
Deggendorf, Andrea L. Donze, David
Flower, Michael H. Freund, Steven J.
Givens, Rosemary Gliedt, Stuart
Goldkind, Samuel F. Gordon, Kristin
Groetsch;
James P. Harrison, Sarah A. Hedley, Jeri
R. Hokamp, Christopher J. Huels, Dannette Hutton, Brian K. Ingram, Peter C.
Jamerson, Elizabeth E. Johnson, Cynthia
S. Kahn, Georgiann S. Kegel, Randal L.
Kemper, Jennifer C. Kraus-Smith, Kathy
M. Kunz, Christy J. Lange, Delise Le
Pool, David Lefton, Karen A. Leingang,
Kathleen A. Loepker, Wei Luo, Carole M.
Luther, Colleen M. Lyerla, Michael J.

team is working to verify that the
profile of biomarkers for this immune response can be used to diagnose patients with asthma and
COPD.
Holtzman and colleagues recently identified another new
type of immune mechanism that
developed after respiratory viral
infection and led to inflammatory lung disease. In this case, the
virus triggered an allergic-type
antibody response to cause the
later development of disease. This
pathway did not stay active as
long but it still caused changes in
the airways of the lungs that were
similar to the disease found in
humans with chronic asthma.
The new findings show that pa. tients with severe asthma and
COPD may also share some
mechanisms that cause their
disease.
"Now, we have identified two
new immune pathways that lead
to chronic lung disease, and we
already have evidence for additional pathways," Holtzman said.
"Our goal is to find distinct biological markers for each pathway.
This will tell us how to diagnose
and what to treat. Then, we must
develop therapeutics that are directed to each type of response so
that physicians can deliver a
treatment that is tailored to the
specific type of asthma or COPD
found in that patient."

Lynch, Nancy Marshall, William V.
Masters, Richard McCloud, Janice L.
McDermott, Teresa L. Medley, Monica L.
Mercer, Christine E. Monteith, Sandra
Morreale, April L. Murray;
Joyce L Neff, Mary A. Noel, Andrew
0'Dell, Paul M. 0'Donnell, Leland George
Orvis, Melanie 0. Osborn, M. Liam
Often, James A. Overholt, Mary Price,
Bill Reitz, Timothy J. Rogan, Concepcion
B. Sarusal, Bradley K. Shively, Angela
Smith, Timothy Smolar, Linda M.
Specker, Stacey D. Spruiel, Amy C.
Suelzer, Wai-Man Suen, Kerri L Friedman, Tracey M. Whitfield, Cretta L.
Wilson, Michael Woodruff, Shaoliang
Xiao, Mary A. Yaeger, Cynthia E.
Zelenovich and Ann M. Zeman.
The following people were honored for
15 years of service: Alice D. Abrams,
Raymond L. Barber, Darryl L. Barker,
Thomas J. Blackwell, Hyla Bondareff,
Michael R. Cannon, Elizabeth A. Colletta,
Dena G. Conner, Mary L. Danner, Elaine
M. Every, Carl F. Freeman, Pamella A.
Henson, William Hunn, Maria Hunter, Gail
S. Kremser, Pamella R. Lyerla, George C.
Moehlenhoff, Teresa A. Nappier, Barbara
A. Niebruegge, Sharon K. Panian, Linda
L Poeppelmeier, Nancy P. Pope, Lisa C.
Romay, Mark V. Scharff, William B.
Sheffield, Mary P. Skubic and Mary F.
Thuet.
The following people were recognized
for 20 years of service: Kathryn A.
Anderson, Stephen M. Bone, Donna K.
Boyd, June A. Buckner, Bradley D.
Cagle, Charles B. Cummings, Phillip R.

Mars
WUSTL students assist
NASA in mission
- from Page 1
and "Alice."
Heet played a key role in
counting rocks to enable a safe
landing area using HiRISE, a feature of the Mars Reconnaissance
Orbiter, which permits the viewing of rocks on Mars as small as
roughly a yard and a half across,
and ENVI, a software package that
displays images and makes measurements. She began the rock
measurement and counting project in October 2006, when she was
a junior, and in the fall will begin
graduate studies at WUSTL, basing much of her work on Phoenix
Mars Mission data.

Gann, Bobby J. Golliday, Dennis A.
Gravagna, Patrick T. Harkins, Marilyn A.
Hassell, Rose M. Haynes, Timothy P.
Herman, Susan E. Hosack, Phyllis R.
Jackson, Brenda L. Kopsie, Gary S. Lee,
Lenda A. Massie, Teresa F. Melton,
Cynthia A. Newell, Lindia D. Northington,
Ronald L. Payne, Ann B. Rehme, Joseph
A. Reid, Glennon J. Reitz, Janet L.
Rensing, Garry E. Simburger, Steven G.
Westlund, Rose A. Windmiller, Dale E.
Wineinger and Dana D. Yam.
The following people were honored for
26 years of service: Teresa Y. Adams,
William S. Beggs, Caroline S. Boswell,
Linda M. Carrington, Justin X. Carroll,
Donald E. Clayton, Carolyn C. Crowell,
Zachary D. Dunbar, Mark A. Edwards,
Gary M. Hochberg, Cheryl D. Holland,
Jeffrey C. Huestis, B.J. Johnston, Rita K.
Kuehler, Stephen F. Kuppinger, Richard
R. Larsen, Harold L. Mack, Geraldine L.
Manasco, Mary C. Molloy, Betty C.
Nichols, Robert B. Nicholson, Nancy
Picker, Steven J. Rakel, Gladys J. Seitter,
Terry A. Wirtel and Kyung Cha Yoon.
The following people were recognized
for 30 years of service: Sandra S.
Blaylock, Myrna E. Harbison, David H.
Kilper, John M. Schael, Willie Scott and
David L. Straight.
The following people were honored for
35 years of service: Lynn C. Imergoot,
Jane Nothaker, Richard A. Schmaeng
and George M. Veith.
Donna L. Battershell was recognized for
40 years of service.

"Landing Day was extremely
exciting, especially when we got
confirmation that Phoenix was
on the ground and saw those first
images of the open solar arrays,"
Heet said. "As documentarians,
we are in charge of recording all
of the important aspects of planning and executing each sol (a
Martian day). Scientists are good
at coming up with great ideas,
but somebody has to write them
down or they get forgotten in the
excitement of the day.
"We also record possible science activities for each sol and
the rationale behind wanting to
carry out each of these activities.
This is useful for prioritizing activities each day and will be a
good way for future scientists to
'walk through' the mission and
understand our goals and how we
attempted to accomplish them,"
Heet said.
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Two Arts & Sciences seniors earn scholarships
BY CYNTHIA GEORGES
AND TONY FITZPATRICK

Arts & Sciences seniors
Gregory S. Gandenberger
and Kelley E. Greenman
were recognized in April with
prestigious national scholarships.
As one of 22 students nationwide to be named a Beinecke
Scholar, Gandenberger, a philosophy major with a minor in
physics, will receive $34,000 in
support of graduate study. Greenman, an environmental studies
major, is one of 80 students nationwide to be recognized with a
Udall Scholarship. She will be
awarded up to $5,000 for one year
of study.
Gandenberger's interests lie in
epistemology, the philosophy of
science and ethics. Gandenberger
will combine his major and
minor to pursue the philosophy
of physics in graduate school.
His honors and activities at
WUSTL include the Phi Beta
Kappa Wheeler Freshman Book
Award, the formation of an undergraduate reading group in the
philosophy of religion and several
visits to the Mississippi Gulf
Coast to repair a church damaged
by Hurricane Katrina. This summer, he is teaching an ACT
preparatory course for The
Princeton Review.
"Greg's extraordinary academic record and his exceptional potential as an interdisciplinary
scholar position him well to make
significant scholarly contributions

Matthews
Americans love rebeb
against the system
- from Page 1

"'Us' vs. 'them'? Is this guy 'one
of us'? Is she 'one of us'? Is that
other guy 'one of us'?" he asked.
"Who is this 'we'?"
He went on to define this "we,"
quoting such figures as Adlai
Stevenson — " 'When an American says he loves his country, he
means he loves an inner air, an
inner light in which freedom
lives. And in which a man can
draw the breath of self-respect.'"
— to F. Scott Fitzgerald —
"'France was a land, England was
a people, but America, having
about it still that quality of the
idea, was harder to utter. It was a
willingness of the heart.' In this
country, we still believe you can
become what and who you want
to become. That is rare,"
Matthews said.
"Every day in this country, this
American story of self-creation
has been driven by millions of individual stories of self-creation,"
he said. "Some celebrated, many
that should be celebrated."
He went on to cite examples,
such as the young acrobat named
Archie Leach who wanted to be
an actor, came to St. Louis to
hone his skills at the Municipal
Opera and eventually became
Cary Grant. Or the story of the
son of Russian Jewish immigrants
who began selling ties from leftover fabric and made himself into
fashion mogul Ralph Lauren.
"In no other country in the
world ... can a person make yourself who you want to be,"
Matthews said. "Every group that's
ever come here has done better
here than where it came from."
Matthews cited another personality of the American character: the constant rebel. Americans
love rebels against the system,
Matthews said, quoting newspaper editor William Allen White:
"'In no other country in the
world is aspiration so definite a
part of life as it is in America. The
most precious gift God has given
to this land is not its riches of soil
and forest and land, but the di-

to the humanities, especially in
the field of philosophy, as a
groundbreaking researcher and
an inspiring teacher," said fellowship adviser Joy Zalis Kiefer,
Ph.D., assistant dean in Arts &
Sciences.
"As many of his philosophy
professors attested, Greg is already thinking and writing at the
level of a professional philosopher," Kiefer said. "We consider
him an outstanding candidate for
the Beinecke Scholarship and are
very proud that he is representing
Washington University."
The Beinecke Scholarship Program seeks to encourage and enable highly motivated students in
the humanities and social sciences to pursue graduate opportunities and to be courageous in
the selection of a course of study.
Since 1975, the program has
awarded graduate support to
more than 410 college juniors
from 97 different schools.
Udall Scholarships are granted
to undergraduates who demonstrate a commitment to fields related to the environment or to
Native American or Native
Alaskan undergraduates in fields
related to health care and tribal
public policy.
Growing up in the Florida
Keys and researching groundwater issues in India launched
Greenman's passion for international climate change policy.
She has attended two UN.
conferences on climate change
while acting as a youth delegate

and participating in the negotiations.
In St. Louis, Greenman leads a
program on environmental education in elementary schools and
also leads an environmental policy think tank on campus.
Earlier this year, it was announced that Greenman also is
the recipient of a 2008 Harry
S. Truman Scholarship. Truman
Scholars are selected based on academic performance, leadership
and dedication to public service.
That award will provide up to
$30,000 for graduate study.
On April 14, National Public
Radio profiled her about her interests in climate and the environment.
"Kelley is deeply committed to
a life of social activism," Kiefer
said. "Through her intense involvement in a number of organizations as well as a rigorous academic curriculum, Kelley has positioned herself well to make a
lasting impact in the area of finding solutions to the problem of
global climate change.
"Her numerous cross-cultural
experiences have provided her a
depth of insight that is rare in a
person of her age," Kiefer said.
"Her boundless energy and instincts will no doubt turn her
passion for creating awareness
and change into lasting effective
action. Kelley was a delight to
work with, and we are very proud
to have her representing Washington University in the Udall
Scholarship program."

vine dissatisfaction planted
deeply in the hearts of American
people.'"
He lauded the optimistic pioneering spirit prevalent in Americans from the Founding Fathers
to Daniel Boone to Bill Gates,
putting it again into a political
context. He said history reveals
that the next president will "be
the candidate who comes across
as the most gleamingly optimistic
about this country, the one who,
as I like to say, has the sun in his
face," Matthews said.
Matthews then gave the assembly four reasons why his message of self-creation, rebelliousness, rooting for the underdog
and pioneer spirit was important.
First, he said, Americanism is
being defined in a narrow, nationalistic sense.
"In the years since our decision to go to war in Iraq, there's
been a chauvinistic stupidity
about the value of other countries," he said. "If we were more
confident of our own identity, if
we 'got it' about our own country
— not that we're better than
them, but that we have some really good stuff going for us — I
think then, we wouldn't be constantly knocking other countries."
Second, immigration: "The fear
that people cannot become Americans when they come here, which
is what people have been doing for
centuries, becoming Americans.
We need to keep in our minds that
becoming an American is not only
doable, but demonstrably doable.
It's not a matter of ethnicity ...
but of attitude."
Third, he said, the penchant
for separating people by ethnicity
or race: "I have never heard the
use of the term 'white' used so
easily. So that people are having
their votes counted on the basis
of race, gender and economics
before they even walk into the
voting booth. We are becoming
categories. A country of'we's'
against 'they's.'"
Fourth, an attack on freedom
of expression: "Ever since 9/11,
there's been an attack on freedom
of expression. There's a sense of
national vulnerability, nervousness about who's being patriotic
or who's not, who said something
you're not supposed to say this
week, whether it's Bill Maher or
the Dixie Chicks.

"You ought to be able to assert
yourself and speak your mind,"
he said emphatically.
"I don't like this fear of speaking out."
Matthews characterized the
arguing of politics and foreign
policy as a matter of honest debate. "Arguing what's good for
this country isn't unpatriotic," he
said. "Speaking up can be the
very essence of patriotism."
With that, the crowd erupted
in applause.
He concluded his speech by
speaking directly to the graduates.
"I think a lot of people are
heading into life right now with a
kind of tunnel, me-first vision.
That's a pretty dark and narrow
way to see ahead," he said.
"I think it's better and more
lively to take a little wider view.
Look out the sides of the window
as well as the windshield as you're
moving ahead. And you're all
going to be moving ahead."
Matthews then gave the Class
of 2008 a challenge: "Young folks
have never been asked to serve
your country. Well, I'm asking.
"I don't know how each of
you can make things better.
Maybe it's just rooting for this
country and what it stands for, or
maybe it's in the government or
Peace Corps or making great
movies. But I think it's good to
be a person of your times but
also of your country.
"Demand your space and of
course, speak your minds. If you
don't use it, you lose it. If you
don't do what you can to create
your own life in this country,
you'll find your life being formed
by others. ... The reason this
country works is the love of individual freedom that's in our cowboy souls. That and the optimism, yes, the audacity of hope,
that rages here."
He closed by encouraging the
graduates to grab hold of their
place in history.
"The most important facts
about the future of this country
lie in the plans, however sketchy,
each of you out there has in your
minds and hearts this morning.
What you hope to do in your life
is the first draft of what America
is some day going to look like:
"A willingness of the heart,
hold it dear."

Numbers talk Richard Rochberg, Ph.D. (right), professor
of mathematics in Arts & Sciences, speaks with Nets Katz,
Ph.D., professor of mathematics at Indiana University, during
"Function Spaces and Their Operators: A Conference in Honor
of Richard Rochberg on the Occasion of his 65th Birthday,"
May 30 in Cupples I. Rochberg, who earned a doctorate in
mathematics from Harvard University in 1970, began his
WUSTL career that same year as assistant professor. Fourteen
invited mathematicians from around the world spoke at the
three-day event.

More than 1,000 Oklahoma babies
receive $1,000 for college savings
More than 1,000 Oklahoma
Ibabies
t
have received a $1,000
jump-start on saving for college,
thanks to SEED for Oklahoma
Kids (SEED OK), a seven-year
study designed to determine the
economic and educational impact
of "seeding" a college savings
account for children at birth.
SEED OK, announced by
Gov. Brad Henry and State Treasurer Scott Meacham, is a collaboration between the Oklahoma
State Treasurer and the Center for
Social Development (CSD) at the
George Warren Brown School of
Social Work.
In late 2005, Oklahoma was
chosen for the study through a
competitive bid process. Beginning last year, 2,708 randomly selected Oklahoma families with
newborns agreed to participate.
Half of the newborns in these
families received $1,000 in a special SEED OK account in the Oklahoma 529 College Savings Plan.
Families can also make additional
deposits in their own accounts.
As part of the study, these deposits may be matched with up to
$250 per year for four years, depending on income eligibility.
The other half of the children
received no money, but their parents will participate in the study
by completing periodic interviews about their saving behaviors.
Michael Sherraden, Ph.D., the
Benjamin E. Youngdahl Professor
of Social Development, founder
and director of CSD and creator
of individual development accounts (IDAs), which are
matched-savings programs that
work similar to a 401 (k), says the
results of the SEED OK study
could impact state and national
policies aimed at creating child
development accounts at birth.
"The theory behind SEED OK
is to determine how saving and
accumulating assets within a
household affects the family and

educational achievement of children," Sherraden said.
"For instance, we anticipate
that having an account for college
education will lead parents to
think positively about college opportunities for their children.
Maybe they will be more likely to
turn off the TV and read to their
young children. We will be asking
these questions," he said.
"Research results will inform
future policy for child development accounts, not only in Oklahoma, but in many other states as
well. If results are positive, the
policy goal will be to have an account for every newborn in the
nation," Sherraden said.
Sherraden said Oklahoma was
chosen due to the diversity of its
population, the strong working
relationships between Meacham
and other state agencies such as
the health department, excellent
features of the Oklahoma 529
College Savings Plan and commitment to the SEED OK policy
innovation and research.
The Ford Foundation provided
early support for the launch of
SEED OK and is now the major
funder. Additional support is provided by the Charles Stewart Mott
Foundation and Lumina Foundation for Education. RTI International is the study's survey research firm.
SEED OK is part of a larger
initiative called Saving for Education, Entrepreneurship, and
Downpayment (SEED), which is
designed to help develop a policy
that would create accounts beginning at birth for all children in
the United States. Other projects
in SEED include communitybased studies and state and federal policy projects.
Partners in SEED include
CFED, the University of Kansas
School of Social Welfare, the New
America Foundation and the
Aspen Institute's Initiative on Financial Security.
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Notables
Bear Cub Fund grants given
to five WUSTL professors
BY CAROLINE ARBANAS

Washington University has
awarded four Bear Cub
Fund grants totaling
$150,000 to support innovative
research projects that could be
attractive for licensing by commercial entities or serve as the
foundation for a startup
company.
The grants were awarded to
William A. Frazier, Ph.D., professor of biochemistry & molecular
biophysics; Gerald Linette, M.D.,
Ph.D., assistant professor of
medicine; Daniel W. Moran,
Ph.D., assistant professor of biomedical engineering; and Burton
Wice, Ph.D., research assistant
professor of medicine, and Kenneth Polonsky, M.D., the Adolphus Busch Professor of Medicine and head of the Department
of Medicine.
"There is no shortage of
promising ideas and technologies
in Washington University laboratories," said Samuel L. Stanley,
M.D., vice chancellor for research.
"The Bear Cub Fund is important because it helps scientists demonstrate that their projects have commercial value," he
said.
The Bear Cub Fund is administered through the University's
Research Office. It is made up of
endowment income and capital
from private sources.
Frazier's project has the potential to treat wide-ranging
medical problems, including severe burns, heart attacks and peripheral vascular disease, a complication of diabetes, by opening
up blood vessels to increase
blood flow. He will test monoclonal antibodies for their ability
to improve vascularization and
increase survival of skin grafts in
animal models.
Linette's grant will fund work
to make adoptive T cell immunotherapy a reality for pa-

tients with infectious diseases
and cancer. This therapy involves
harvesting T cells from the patient's immune system, expanding their number outside the
body and then putting them
back into the body, where they
can be activated to recognize and
destroy tumor cells or infectious
agents. Linette's technology can
rapidly expand and enrich the
T cell population outside the
body and will establish proof of
concept using cytomegalovirus
as a model antigen to manufacture T cells. This infection is
common among patients who
receive organ transplants.
Moran has developed a microelectrode that may help restore movement in patients paralyzed by spinal cord injuries
and also suppress seizures in
epileptics. Its novel design enables selective stimulation of
small groups of nerve cells and
the production of action potentials in one direction. Computer
simulations have confirmed its
utility, and now Bear Cub funding will enable the electrode to
be fabricated, implanted in the
sciatic nerves of rats and evaluated.
The grant to Wice and Polonsky will support evaluating a potential treatment for type 2 diabetes. This form typically develops later in life but is becoming
more common among overweight children and teens. The
researchers have developed a
mouse model of type 2 diabetes
and found they can restore the
body's response to insulin by administering the hormone Xenin25 alone or in combination with
a peptide known as GIP. They
plan to evaluate the therapy in
patients.
The deadline for the next
round of Bear Cub applications
is Oct. 31.
More information can be
found at otm.wustl.edu/
bearcubfund.

Excellence in engineering Young-Shin Jun, Ph.D., assistant professor of energy, environmental and chemical engineering, is presented the Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAL!)
2008 Ralph E. Powe Junior Faculty Achievement Award in Engineering or Applied Science by
Chancellor Mark S. Wrighton. Jun received a $5,000 research award that is matched by Washington University. The award recognizes faculty members for their work in any of five science and
technology disciplines: engineering or applied science; life sciences; mathematics and computer
science; physical sciences; and policy, management or education. The ORAU is a university consortium that leverages the scientific strength of 99 major research institutions to advance science
and education by partnering with national laboratories, government agencies and private industry.
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Of note
Metvin S. Blanchard M.D., associate professor of medicine and
chief of the Division of Medical
Education in the Department of
Medicine; Lannis E. Hall-Daniels,
M.D., assistant professor of clinical
radiation oncology; and Cherilynn
Shadding, Ph.D., director of the
outreach program in The Genome
Center at Washington University,
each received a 2008 Excellence in
Health Care Award from the St.
Louis American Foundation. They
were among 12 area health-care

Carnaghi and Brown recognized by ACPA
BY NEIL SCHOENHERR

Jill E. Carnaghi, Ph.D., assistant
vice chancellor for students
and director of campus life, and
Michael G. Brown, coordinator
of the Office for Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual and Transgender
(LGBT) Student Involvement
and Leadership, were recognized
with awards from the American
College Personnel Association
(ACPA) at its annual spring convention in Atlanta.
Carnaghi was presented with
the Esther Lloyd-Jones Professional Service Award, which
"honors a member of the profession or association who has
exemplified the profession's commitment to service through significant, continued and unselfish
service/leadership activities that

Carnaghi

Brown

have benefited the profession,
ACPA and the profession's practice on the state and national
level."
"It's always an honor as well as
a humbling experience to be
nominated and recognized by .
your peers," Carnaghi said. "I have
received much more professionally and personally from my work
with ACPA than I have ever contributed. I have grown up in this

association and have benefited
greatly from many incredible
folks who have taught and shown
me what it means to truly serve
students through our working
with them in their co-curricular
activities. It means a lot that our
office has been recognized this
way."
Brown received the Val
DuMontier New Professional
Award for his commitment to the
ACPA Standing Committee for
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender Awareness and to the
LGBT community at large.
Formerly an equity and social
justice educator and coordinator
for men's outreach at Iowa State
University, Brown joined WUSTL
in spring 2007 as coordinator of
the newly established LGBT
office.

Doris named National Humanities Center fellow
John M. Doris, Ph.D., associate
professor of philosophy in Arts
& Sciences, has been named a fellow of the National Humanities
Center for the 2008-09 academic
year.
Doris is one of 42 scholars
from 32 U.S. institutions and
seven foreign countries who are
conducting leading research in
the humanities.
He will participate in the center's Autonomy, Singularity, Creativity (ASC) project, a three-year,

multidisciplinary initiative exploring how advances in science
are challenging traditional notions of what it means to be
human. In addition, he will
work on a project titled "A Natural History of the Self." Doris'
research at the center also will be
supported by fellowships from
the National Endowment for the
Humanities and the American
Council of Learned Societies.
Doris' research explores the
intersection of psychology, cog-

nitive science and philosophical
ethics. In 2007, he was awarded
the Society for Philosophy and
Psychology's Stanton Prize for interdisciplinary research in philosophy and psychology.
The National Humanities Center awards more than $1.6 million
in individual fellowship grants to
enable scholars to take a leave
from their regular academic duties to pursue research at the center, located in Research Triangle
Park, N.C.
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professionals and one organization
honored at the Salute to Excellence
in Health Care Awards May 3....
R. Gflbert Jost, the Elizabeth
E. Mallinckrodt Professor of Radiology and director of the Edward Mallinckrodt Institute of
Radiology, has been named to
honorary membership in the European Society of Radiology. Jost
was one of three physicians to receive the honor at the society's
annual meeting in Vienna, Austria, in March. The society has
more than 30,000 members....
F. Scott Kieff, J.D., professor
of law, has been named to a secondary appointment as professor
in the Department of Neurological Surgery at the Washington
University School of Medicine. At
the medical school, Kieff will be
working on legal, business and
ethical issues relating to healthcare innovation and will serve as a
member of the Governance Committee and of the founding faculty of the Washington University
Center for Innovation in Neuroscience Technology....
Tim Lempfert associate director of the Office of Residential
Life, has been named 2008-09
president-elect of the Missouri
College Personnel Association
(MOCPA). MOCPA promotes the
learning and development of students enrolled in institutions of
postsecondary education through
the ongoing professional development of college student affairs administrators and student development educators in accord with the
purposes of the American College
Personnel Association. ...
Andrew D. Martin, Ph.D.,
professor of law and of political
science in Arts & Sciences, and
Matthew Gabel, Ph.D., associate
professor of political science, have
received a two-year, $76,635 grant
from the National Science Foundation for research titled "Collaborative Research: A Cross-National Study of Judicial Institutionalization and Influence." Also leading the study are Clifford J. Carrubba, Ph.D., and Jeffrey K. Staton, Ph.D., both of Emory University, and Gretchen Helmke,
Ph.D., of the University of
Rochester.
Thalachallour Mohanakumar, Ph.D., the Jacqueline G. and
William E. Maritz Professor of

Surgery and professor of pathology & immunology, received the
American Society of Transplantation/Astellas Basic Science Established Investigator Award during
the American Transplant Congress
in Toronto, May 31-June 4. The
Astellas Award honors investigators at the professor level who
have made substantial contributions to the field of transplantation medicine. ...
Daniel O'Neill, graduate student in political science in Arts &
Sciences, has received a $7,500
grant from the Smith Richardson
Foundation for research tilled
"China's Outward Foreign Direct
Investment as a Tool of Stagecraft."

Speaking of
Jeffrey I. Gordon, M.D., the
Dr. Robert J. Glaser Distinguished
University Professor and director
of the Center for Genome Sciences, was a keynote presenter at
the Society of Biomolecular Sciences 14th Annual Conference in
St. Louis April 6-10. Gordon's talk
was titled "The Human Microbiome Project: Exploring the Microbial Side of Ourselves."

Obituaries
Berg, 69
Edward Frank Berg, M.D., assistant
professor of clinical ophthalmology
and visual sciences since 1972, died
Friday, May 30, 2008. He was 69.

Jermyn, 57
John William "Bill" Jermyn III,
D.O., clinical instructor in the
Division of Emergency Medicine
in the Department of Medicine,
died suddenly Thursday, May 15,
2008, at his home in Jefferson City,
Mo. He was 57.

Keathley, 78
Sharon Keathley, secretary III at the
Mallinckrodt Institute of Radiology
who retired in 1993, died Saturday,
March 8, 2008, of complications
from Alzheimer's disease at her
home in St. Louis. She was 78.
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Washington People

BY LESLIE GIBSON MCCARTHY

It's a chilly April afternoon,
and in the Field House, the
rhythmic sound of volleyballs
hitting a hardwood floor resonates. The last spring practice for the volleyball team — the
national championship volleyball
team — is about to begin.
Not a coach is in sight as the
players continue their drills, serve
after serve, volley after volley. This
is not a team that rests on its laurels; the young women know it is
in moments of repetition like
these where champions are made.
"We always come early to
warm up," rising senior Audra
lanak says. "We don't want to
waste his time."
"His" refers to affable, unassuming coach Rich Luenemann, a
man with 904 career victories,
two national titles and enough
coaching honors — including National Coach of the Year in 2003
and 2007 — to fill a wall.
And yet, Luenemann would be
the first to tell you he's the most
undeserving coach out there and
owes it all to the players he has
had the privilege to coach in 27
college seasons. That and the two
men who led him into volleyball.

Accidental volleyball coach
Luenemann, who grew up in
Litchfield, 111., was a 24-year-old

Will to win
Luenemann's
energy and passion
for volleyball —
and WUSTL —
pays off

Rich Luenemann
Years at WUSTL: Nine (314-41 record)
Education: Bachelor's degree, psychology, 1972, master's degree, education,
1974, Eastern Illinois University
Coaching Honors: Division III
American Volleyball Coaches Association National Coach of the Year,
2003,2007; Chicagoland Collegiate
Athletic Conference Hall of Fame
Inductee, 1991; National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics Hall of
Fame Inductee, 1996; University of
St. Francis Hall of Fame, 2008
Hobbies: "Free time? What's that? I
spend six days a week in the offseason
recruiting," Luenemann says. "But in
four years, if I have time, I think I'd
like to do some recreational reading,
woodworking or biking."

college graduate in 1974 looking
for employment after earning a
master's degree in education from
Eastern Illinois University when
he got a job teaching mental
health at a middle school near
Chicago.
"That was a tough time to be
looking for a job as a teacher,"
Luenemann says. "Mental health?
It was the feel-good 1970s. Then
an opening came up in the district for a head volleyball coach,
and the superintendent asked me
if I wanted the job.
"I had no desire to be a volleyball coach," he says. "I had
coached basketball and baseball
and played football in high
school, but volleyball?"
Luenemann says he reluctantly
agreed, but only if the superintendent couldn't find anyone else.
"Next thing I know, he's telling
me when practice is starting,"
Luenemann says. "I said to him,
'You really didn't look for anyone
else, did you?' He said no. I didn't
know a thing about volleyball.
That first year, we were OK. The
second year, we came in third in
state."
A few years later, Luenemann
saw an ad for a junior varsity volleyball coach at the College of
St. Francis (now University of
St. Francis) in Joliet, 111., a National Association of Intercollegiate
Athletics (NAIA) school where

Rich Luenemann goes over strategy with his players during last season's national championship game
against the University of Wisconsin-Whitewater, which resulted in a victory for the Bears and WUSTL's
ninth Division III title in volleyball. "He brings energy, passion and organization to each and every practice and competition," Athletic Director John Schael says.
Chicago coaching legend Gordie
Gillespie coached baseball and
later football.
"His name was on the ad as
athletic director," Luenemann
says. "I applied for the job simply
because I wanted to meet
Gordie."
Luenemann accepted the offer
mainly to work under Gillespie,
the winningest baseball coach in
college history at any level and
the designated NAIA Coach of
the Century who still coaches
baseball at St. Francis at age 82.
"I got to watch Gordie in action," he says. "I'd watch his demeanor, his interaction with the
players, his game management —
he was the best I ever saw."
By 1981, Luenemann was head
coach at St. Francis, where he
amassed a 590-262 record (.692)
in 18 seasons — including seven
trips to the NAIA tournament.
He was inducted into the NAIA
Hall of Fame in 1996.

A perfect fit
Luenemann wasn't exactly
unknown when he got word
Washington University was looking to replace a legend of its own,
Teri Clemens.
"I pursued it with all the zest I
possibly could, including offering
to wash lohn Schael's car," he
says.
Schael, WUSTL's athletic director since 1978, says Luenemann was a perfect fit.
"His reputation for integrity,
character and knowledge of the
game when coupled with his experience, enthusiasm and 'fit'
within the WUSTL community

made our choice an easy one,"
Schael says.
Luenemann began working at
WUSTL March 1, 1999, sleeping
in historic Francis Gymnasium
five nights a week for a few
months until he found a house for
his family in Edwardsville, 111.
From the beginning, Luenemann immersed himself in recruiting students first, athletes
second.
"I want the kids in class," he
says. "The academic community
realizes athletics are important but
not the primary focus here. I want
recruits who come on campus to
talk to professors as part of their
visit. I want the University to sell
itself first, then we'll talk volleyball."
Luenemann talks about his
players' academic prowess like a
proud father.
"My favorite times with my
team are on the bus when we're
coming home from a road game,
and I'm just sitting back listening
to the cerebral conversations of
the players," he says. "Our players
are so intelligent — they're talking
about marketing concepts and
medical procedures — and I want
to jump in and say 'Hey, what
about the Cardinals?'"
In nine seasons with the Bears,
he has a 314-41 record and surpassed 900 career wins last season
for a career total of 904-303
(.749). He reached the NCAA regional tournament his first season
and the NCAA tournament in
each season since, reaching the
title game five times and winning
it twice.
"He brings energy, passion and
organization to each and every
practice and competition," Schael
says. "Always prepared, Rich has
high expectations for himself and
the student-athletes representing
Washington L'niversity volleyball.
He treats each player with dignity
and respect regardless of the competitive outcome."

'Luckiest guy in the world"

The Luenemann family at Christmas 2007: (from left) son-in-law, Juan Buiton; daughter Holly; grandson, Ethan; daughter Emmy; wife, Joan; Rich and son, Brian.

But Luenemann is not one to be
complacent — or allow his players
to be, either. Back at spring practice, with the team sufficiently
warmed up, Luenemann walks in
the gym and tapes a newspaper
clipping to the bleachers. It's a column by St. Louis Post-Dispatch
sportswriter Bernie Miklasz about
the gritty play of St. Louis
Cardinals player Albert Pujols.
The team huddles around
reading passages highlighted by
Luenemann that compare Pujols
to the 1934 Cardinals — the Gas

House Gang — who were known
for their gritty, hard-nosed play.
Another passage contained a
quote from baseball manager
Leo Durocher: "Give me some
scratching, diving, hungry
ballplayers who come to kill you."
It's an approach Luenemann
has, and one his players adopt on
the court. When asked if his
team's goal is to repeat as national
champions, Luenemann doesn't
deflect.
"Some coaches will say winning is the most important thing,"
he says. "Winning is not the most
important thing, but the will to
win is. We begin a season and say,
'Let's win the national championship.' It's not a constant conversation, but it's stated and it's
something we have in the back of
our minds. Then we'll work hard
to reach that goal."
There's that work ethic again,
willing his teams to the top.
"Without a doubt, our chemistry is the key to our success," he
says. "A common thread in our
program is that our students are
successful to begin with or they
wouldn't be here — they're student council presidents and academic achievers — and they bring
that same work ethic to the
court."
But it won't last forever. Luenemann already has made it known
he will coach for four more seasons and then "I'll pass it along,"
he says.
He's doing it for his family.
"We as coaches are somewhat selfish in that our families revolve
around us," he says. "I've really
enjoyed coaching — in many
ways it is the greatest enjoyment
I've ever had — but in four years,
it will be time for my wife, Joan,
to dictate our lives.
"Joan is my coach," he says.
"She is the coach of the bank accounts and the bill-paying and the
kids and all the other things that
make a family."
He says he'll be upfront about
that with next year's recruiting
class but doesn't expect any dropoff in recruiting. "The University
is what gets players here, not me,"
he says.
And when the first volleyballs
begin bouncing on the gym floor
this August at the start of the fall
season, the happiest guy on campus will be Luenemann.
"I get so excited about it," he
says. "The first thing I'm going to
do is bridle my enthusiasm. Each
year brings new challenges.
"Am I the luckiest guy in the
world, or what?"

